Liege
been hurriedly railed up to help at Liege. I understood that General Headquarters in Berlin had been entertaining the gravest fears for our safety.
The situation of the troops in the citadel was certainly critical. I was very anxious about them, but the tension relaxed as the enemy remained inactive.
The chronicle of the subsequent events at Liege is the province of official history. I may mention, however, that I happened to assist at the capture of Fort Pontisse, on the north front, and arrived at Fort Loncin just as it fell. It had been hit by a shell from one of our 42 cm. howitzers. The magazine had been blown up and the whole work collapsed. A number of dazed and blackened Belgian soldiers crawled out of the ruins, accompanied by some Germans who had been taken prisoner on the night of the 5th-6th August. All bleeding, they came towards us with their hands up, stammering out, " Ne pas tuer, ne pas tuer ! " (" Don't kill, don't kill! ").... We were no Huns. Our men fetched water to refresh our enemies.
We gradually got possession of all the works, just in time to enable the right wing of the German Army to continue its march over the Meuse into Belgium without hindrance. A great load was taken off my mind.
I always regard it as a special favour of fate that I was able to be present at the taking of Liege, if only because I had worked on the plan of attack in peace time and had always been impressed with the importance of the operation. His Majesty bestowed on me the Order Pour le Merite for my leadership of the brigade. Of course General von Emmich received it too, as General Officer in Command, for his was the responsibility. Besides, the taking of Liege was not a one-man feat, but the result of the co-operation of a number, and the glory of reducing the fortress must be divided among them.
I took part in the further advance into Belgium in my capacity as Deputy Chief of Staff and thus had an opportunity of gaining a thorough insight into all questions affecting the supply of an army, knowledge which made my subsequent position as Chief of Staff much easier. In my journeyings through the country,
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